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Period 4
Adopt-a-Planet
MARS
My planet is Mars. Mars is the 4" planet from the sun. Mars is 142 million miles
from the sun. Mars has the same time of day as Earth 24 hours and 37 minutes. A year on
Mars is 687 Earth days. Mars has an orbital speed of 53,983 miles per hour. Its diameter
is 4,217 miles. It has a mass 1\10" of Earth. The gravity is 2\5™ that of Earth. If you way
100 pounds on Earth , on Mars you would way 40 pounds. The surface temperature is —
81 degrees farenheit. The atmosphere on mars is mostly carbon dioxide. There is also :
nitrogen , argon , oxygen , and water vapor. Mars has 2 moons Phobos and Deimos.
Phobos is the largest and closest to Mars. Phobos is 17 miles long and has a rocky
surface. Deimos is 10 miles long and has a smoother surface. Mars has 4 volcanoes that
are inactive. The largest volcano is Olympus Mons. It is the largest volcano in the entire
Solar System. Olympus Mons reaches 18 miles into the Martian Atmosphere. Olympus
Mons is three times taller than Mount ‘Everest and is the size of Missouri. There is a
canyon system on Mars called Valles Marines. If on Earth it would be from California to
New York. Mars has an icecap at the north pole and south pole. There is frozen water on
Mars in the northern ice cap. The southern ice cap is frozen carbon dioxide. It is weird
that Mars has a very little atmosphere because windstorms are common. They sweep
through the surface at 200 kilometers per hour. In 1877 an American businessman named
Percival Lowell became interested when he heard that an astronomer found lines on

Mars’s surface. Lowell thought that a Martian civilization built these to save there planet.



[image: image2.png]¥ 1n 1894 Lowell quit his job and spent all his time observing the “canals”. He made detail
maps of this canals. For some time people believed him , but future probes sent back

pictures .The canals were not found





