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7Temperate grasslands cover about one quarter of the earth’s land. “This biome
can be found in every continent except Antarctica (internet sea of grass). Grasslands are
covered with grasses, sedges, and other low-growing, perennial plants (Encarta). Some
nonwoody plants, specifically a few hundred species of flowers, grow among the grasses.
The various species of grasses include purple needle grass, blue grama, buffalo grass, and
galleta (the worlds biomes).

‘The world’s largest plant-eating animals live on grassy plains. There are
few places on these plains where animals can hide from enemies. ‘In Africa elephants
and rhinoceros are too big to be attacked by wild animals. But most other large plant
eater, such as antelope and zebras, rely in eyesight and speed as their main hope of
survival. Many of them live in herds, which means that there are a lot of ears and eyes
alert for danger. Three of the world’s largest birds feed on grassland areas. Ostriches
feed on the savanna grasslands of Africa, while the rhea lives on the South American
pampas (Jennings, 17).

‘Hunters of the African grasslands need lightning speed, or cunning stealth to
capture their prey. A cheetah’s ling stride and flexible back and limb joints help to make
it the world’s fastest mammal. It can reach a speed of 90 kph, but only a short distance.

‘Unlike the cheetah, the lion relies on stealth and surprise rather than speed to catch its
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usually a sick, old, or very young wildebeest (grasslands).

Precipitation in the temperate grasslands usually occurs in the late spring and
‘early summer. The annual average is about 50.8 to 88.9 cm (20-30 inches). The
‘temperature range is very large over the course of the year. Summer temperatures can be
7we11 over 38 degrees Celsius (100 degrees Fahrenheit), while winter temperatures can be
as low as —40 degrees Celsius (-40 degrees Fahrenheit) (grasslands). Distinct wet and fry
seasons are characteristic of most grassland; droughts are rather frequent. An extremely
71arge range in temperature is typical of middle-latitude grasslands; temperatures are
generally high in the tropical grasslands (Degginger and Bean, G-219). Rainfall is very
‘moderate.

Mountains play a crucial role in maintaining grasslands. For example, in North
America, rain clouds from the west are blocked by the Rocky Mountains, so the
shortgrass prairie east of the mountains only gets about 25 cm (10 in.) of rain a year.
7Rainfa11 increases as you move eastward, so taller grasses and some shrubs can grow.
VHeavy precipitation is rare; sizzling temperatures in summer make the grasslands a
tinderbox. As a result of this, fire is common in the grassland biome (Arms, 92-93).
7Warm to hot summers are experienced depending on the latitude.

Tropical savanna grasslands are very broad in South America, Africa, India,
7Southeast Asia, and northern Australia. They occur as areas of tall grass surrounding
7tropica1 rain forest and range into steppes on their drier side. Savanna grassland develops
7in regions of high temperature that have a distinct wet and dry season. Growth is rapid in

the wet season, but the plants become dry and low in quality in the dry season. Widely
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of Africa and Australia (McDonald, 203). In the savannas, seasonal drought and
occasional fires are very important to biodiversity. However, their effects aren’t as
dramatic in temperate grasslands as they are in savannas (grasslands).

VThe temperate grasslands fauna is very low in diversity, especially in comparison
with the tropical grasslands or savannas of Africa. In North America the dominant
herbivores are bison and pronghorn (the sole member of the Nearctic’s endemic family,
Antilocapridae). Rodent herbivores include the pocket gopher, ground squirrels, and the
prairie dog. Camivores include coyote (actually an omnivore), badger, and the federally
endangered black-footed ferret, the last two members of the weasel family (temperate
grasslands).

“The climate hurts the ecosystem when it doesn’t rain or there are absolutely no
winds and it is hot all day because that dries up the animals and the farmers can’t water
their crops or fields. Also when it is too windy and the farmers barely planted the seeds
for the crops to grow, the wind picks up the seed and throws it around. When this
happens the farmers are not sure what happened or where their crops went.

‘There are environmental concemns about the ecosystem of the temperate
grasslands. Few natural prairie regions remain because most have been turned into farms
or grazing land. This is because they are flat, treeless, covered with grass, and has rich

soil. These concerns will keep growing and they won’t go away.
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