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[image: image2.png]Deserts take up about 8.6 million square miles. That's more than five
percent of our planets surface. And they are scattered all around our globe. The
largest desert is the Sahara Desert which covers three and a half million square
miles. There are two main types of deserts. Hot and dry deserts and cold
deserts. Hot and dry deserts are deserts that are basically hot and dry. Death
Valley is a good example of a hot and dry desert. Temperatures as high as one
hundred and ninety degrees Fahrenheit have been recorded there. An example
of a cold desert is the Great Basin Desert, much of which is located at a high
altitude. Winters there bring very cold temperatures, often below freezing. But
cold deserts aren't the only deserts that get cold, hot deserts can also reach
freezing temperatures at night. Scientists define a desert as a place that
receives less than ten inches if rain a year. So since there is hardly any rain, the
desert plants and wildlife have to be adapted to very little rain. Most of the

animals have burrows and are at least partly nocturnal. And the reptiles that live




[image: image3.png]In the aesert have dry, scaly skin that prevents water loss. The insects also have
NICK armor that helps them retain watet | he plants that inhabit the desert also
nave ways ot surviving. Some of them have spines to protect them from animals
ANa tney are able to store water very well When rain does come in the desert, it
comes In very short rainy seasons. Sometimes just a few weeks long. But
nevertheless, wildlife continues to flourish in the desert. The major threats to the
aesert are things like houses, and off-roading which ruins the vegitation But

over all the desert continues to flourish to this day.




[image: image4.png]‘Works Cited

Arms, Karen. Environmental Science. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1996.

Cairney, William J. BSCS Biology. Dubuque: Kendall/Hunt Publishing
Company, 1998.

Ricciuti, Edward R., Biomes of the World: The Desert. New York:
Benchmark Books, 1996





